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“At that time,” says the Sovereign Lord, “I will make the sun go down at noon and darken the earth while it is still day.”  Amos 8:9



- Introduction -
Tonight you will be part of an ancient worship experience known as Tenebrae, a Latin word interpreted as darkness or the darkening.  As the service progresses, lights will be turned off and candles will be extinguished to better illustrate the darkness of that first Good Friday.

A blend of style and form will also be used to enhance the meaning of this evening’s experience.  Songs, readings, prayer, video, and poetry will be used to guide you through the final hours before the Lord’s death.  Use this booklet as a map to the evening’s events and their backgrounds.  Because the booklet also includes supplemental material, you’ll want to take it home with you for further reflection.

Now, please ready yourself to experience the death of Christ in a deep and meaningful way.  We suggest you begin by spending a few moments in quiet prayer, asking God to reveal Himself to you tonight. 

Historically, the Holy week service of Tenebrae has been a way of remembering the struggle between the darkness of sin and death, contrasted with Christ as the Light of the World.  In it’s earliest form, it was customary for the Tenebrae to begin in a church lit by candles, clustered on a stand, also called a Tenebrae.  The ritual of gradually extinguishing lights dates back to the fifth century, A.D., and is generally taken to symbolize the waning faith of the Disciples during the final days of Jesus’ life on earth.  The ensuing darkness symbolizes the growing resentment and hatred of the world against the Savior.  A single candle remains lit, and at the end of the service, it is hidden, typifying the apparent victory of the forces of evil.  By its light everyone departs in silence.

There is also a banging noise made at the end of the service.  Historically, this noise was the signal given by the master of ceremonies for the ministers to return.  Over the years, others began to lend a hand in making this sound.  Later this was symbolically interpreted to represent the convulsions of nature which followed the death of Jesus Christ, or the hammer blows which nailed Him to the Cross.

Many of these traditions will be followed during the Tenebrae service this evening in addition to other forms of worship which we hope will enhance your Tenebrae experience. †

- Opening Prayer -

Look upon us, O Lord,

and let all the darkness of our souls

vanish before the beams of Your brightness.

Fill us with holy love, and open to us

the treasures of Your wisdom.

All our desire is known unto You,

therefore perfect what You have begun,

and what Your Spirit has awakened us to ask in prayer.

We seek Your face; turn Your face unto us

and show us Your glory,

then shall our longing be satisfied,

and our peace shall be perfect;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

(St. Augustine, 4th Century)
- Multimedia Presentation –
“The Walk”

- Responsive Reading -

“Trials and Presentation”
(A Compilation of all Four Gospel Accounts)

Narrator:
Very early in the morning after taking Jesus from the Garden, the leading priests, other leaders, and teachers of religious law – the entire high council met to discuss their next step.  They bound Jesus and then the entire council took Jesus over to Pilate, the Roman governor.

Pilate:      What is your charge against this man?

High Council:     We wouldn’t have handed him over to you if he weren’t a criminal.

Pilate:      Take him away and judge him by your own laws.

High Council:     Only the Romans are permitted to execute someone.

Narrator:      This fulfilled Jesus’ prediction about the way he would die.

High Council:     This man has been leading our people to ruin by telling them not to pay their taxes to the Roman government and by claiming he is the Messiah, the king.

Pilate:     Are you the King of the Jews?

Jesus:     Yes, it is as you say.
Pilate:     I find nothing wrong with this man!

Narrator:     The High Council became desperate.

High Council:     He has committed many crimes and is causing riots everywhere he goes, all over Judea, from Galilee to Jerusalem.

Narrator:     Jesus said nothing.

Pilate:     Oh, is he a Galilean?

High Council:
     He is!

Narrator:
Pilate then sent Jesus to Herod Antipas, because Galilee was under Herod’s jurisdiction.  He asked Jesus question after question, but Jesus refused to answer.  Meanwhile, the leading priests and the teachers of religious law stood there shouting their accusations.  Now Herod and his soldiers began mocking and ridiculing Jesus.  Then they put a royal robe on him and sent him back to Pilate.  Then Pilate called together the leading priests and other religious leaders, along with the people, and he announced his verdict.

Pilate:     You brought this man to me, accusing him of leading a revolt.  I have examined him thoroughly on this point in your presence and find him innocent.  Herod came to the same conclusion and sent him back to us.  He is not guilty of any crime.  You have a custom of asking me to release someone from prison each year at Passover.  So if you want me to, I’ll release the King of the Jews.

Narrator:      The leading priests stirred up the mob and persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas to be released, and for Jesus to be put to death.  Then a mighty roar rose from the crowd, and with one voice they shouted.

Crowd:     Kill him!  Release Barabbas to us!

Pilate:     But if I release Barabbas what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?

Narrator:     The crowd responded to Pilate:

Crowd:     Crucify him!
Pilate:     Why?  What crime has he committed?

Narrator:     But the crowd shouted louder for Jesus’ death.

Crowd:     Crucify him!  Crucify him!

Narrator:     Pilate saw that he wasn’t getting anywhere and that a riot was developing.  So he sent for a bowl of water and washed his hands before the crowd.

Pilate:     I am innocent of the blood of this man.  The responsibility is yours!

Narrator:
But the crowd only roared louder and louder for Jesus’ death.

Crowd:     Crucify him!  Crucify him!
Narrator:     So Pilate sentenced Jesus to die, as they demanded and released Barabbas.  He ordered Jesus flogged with a lead-tipped whip, then turned him over to the Roman soldiers to crucify him. †

- Extinguishing of the First Tenebrae -

-Scripture Reading –

Mark 15: 16-20
The soldiers took him into their headquarters and called out the entire battalion. They dressed him in a purple robe and made a crown of long, sharp thorns and put it on his head. Then they saluted, yelling, "Hail! King of the Jews!" And they beat him on the head with a stick, spit on him, and dropped to their knees in mock worship. When they were finally tired of mocking him, they took off the purple robe and put his own clothes on him again. Then they led him away to be crucified. 

(NLT)
- Invitation to Visit the Cross -

(please make your visit during the songs only)
- Song of Repentance –

(Lord, Have Mercy)
Jesus, I've forgotten the words that You have spoken

Promises that burned within my heart have now grown dim

With a doubting heart I follow the paths of earthly wisdom

Forgive me for my unbelief

Renew the fire again

Lord have mercy

Christ have mercy 

Lord have mercy on me

Lord have mercy

Christ have mercy 

Lord have mercy on me

I have built an altar where I worship things of God

I have taken journeys that have drawn me far from You

Now I am returning to Your mercies ever flowing

Pardon my transgressions

Help me love You again

I have longed to know You & Your tender mercies

Like a river of forgiveness ever flowing without end

I bow my heart before You in the goodness of Your presence

Your grace forever shining

Like a beacon in the night

(Michael W. Smith)

- Dramatic Monologue -
“Malchus”
- Scripture Reading -

John 19: 16b-30

…So they took Jesus and led him away. Carrying the cross by himself, Jesus went to the place called Skull Hill (in Hebrew, Golgotha). There they crucified him. There were two others crucified with him, one on either side, with Jesus between them. And Pilate posted a sign over him that read, "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews." The place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and the sign was written in Hebrew, Latin, and Greek, so that many people could read it. Then the leading priests said to Pilate, "Change it from 'The King of the Jews' to 'He said, I am King of the Jews.' " Pilate replied, "What I have written, I have written. It stays exactly as it is." When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they divided his clothes among the four of them. They also took his robe, but it was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. So they said, "Let's not tear it but throw dice to see who gets it." This fulfilled the Scripture that says, "They divided my clothes among themselves and threw dice for my robe." So that is what they did. Standing near the cross were Jesus' mother, and his mother's sister, Mary (the wife of Clopas), and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother standing there beside the disciple he loved, he said to her, "Woman, he is your son." And he said to this disciple, "She is your mother." And from then on this disciple took her into his home.

 Jesus knew that everything was now finished, and to fulfill the Scriptures he said, "I am thirsty." A jar of sour wine was sitting there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put it on a hyssop branch, and held it up to his lips. When Jesus had tasted it, he said, "It is finished!" Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.                 
(NLT)
-Extinguishing of the Second Tenebrae -

- Hymn of Worship -

(When I Survey the Wonderful Cross / The Wonderful Cross)

When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of Glory died
My richest gain I count but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride

See from his head, his hands, his feet
Sorrow and love flow mingled down
Did ever such love and sorrow meet
Or thorns compose so rich a crown

     O the wonderful cross, O the wonderful cross
     Bids me come and die and find that I may truly live
     O the wonderful cross, O the wonderful cross
     All who gather here by grace draw near and bless
     Your name

Were the whole realm of nature mine
That were an offering far too small
Love so amazing, so divine
Demands my soul, my life, my all

(Isaac Watts / Chris Tomlin)
- Poetic Reading - 
From prayer that asks that I may be
sheltered from winds that beat on Thee;

from fearing when I would aspire;

from faltering when I should climb higher;

from silken self, O Captain free

Thy soldier who would follow Thee.

From subtle love of softening things;

from easy choices, weakenings.

Not thus are spirits fortified;

not this way went the Crucified.

From all that dims Thy Calvary,

O Lamb of God, deliver me.

Give me the love that leads the way,

the faith nothing can dismay,

the hope no disappointment tire,

the passion that will burn like fire.

Let me not sink to be a clod:

make me Thy fuel, flame of God.

(Amy Carmichael)

- Songs of Adoration and Praise -

(At the Cross)
Alas! and did my Savior bleed
And did my Sovereign die?
Would He devote that sacred head
For sinners such as I?                  [originally, For such a worm as I?]
At the cross, at the cross where I first saw the light,
And the burden of my heart rolled away,
It was there by faith I received my sight,
And now I am happy all the day!
Thy body slain, sweet Jesus, Thine,
And bathed in its own blood;
While all exposed to wrath divine,
The glorious Sufferer stood.
Was it for crimes that I had done
He groaned upon the tree?
Amazing pity! Grace unknown!
And love beyond degree!
Well might the sun in darkness hide
And shut his glories in,
When Christ, the mighty Maker died,
For man the creature’s sin.
Thus might I hide my blushing face
While His dear cross appears,
Dissolve my heart in thankfulness,
And melt my eyes to tears.
But drops of grief can ne’er repay
The debt of love I owe:
Here, Lord, I give my self away
’Tis all that I can do.
(Isaac Watts, Ralph E. Hudson)
(Above All)
Above all powers, above all kings
Above all nature and all created things
Above all wisdom and all the ways of man
You were here before the world began
Above all kingdoms, above all thrones
Above all wonders the world has ever known
Above all wealth and treasures of the earth
There's no way to measure what you're worth

Crucified, laid behind a stone
You lived to die, rejected and alone
Like a rose, trampled on the ground
You took the fall and thought of me
Above all...

(Lenny LeBlanc and Paul Baloche)

- Video: The Crucifixion -
- A Prayer of Response -

By the nails through your hands and feet,
Give comfort to the suffering.

Hear us, Lord Christ.

By the crown of thorns upon your head,

Give hope to the despairing.

Hear us, Lord Christ.

By the spear that pierced your side,

Give courage to the broken-hearted.

Hear us, Lord Christ.

By Your being scorned and rejected of men,

Give love to the lonely.

Hear us, Lord Christ.

By your time of desolation,

Lift up all who are down.

Hear us, Lord Christ.

By your death on the cross,

Give us life which is eternal.

Hear us, Lord Christ.

Amen.

(David Adam)

- Extinguishing of the Third Tenebrae -

(…and the hiding of the Candle)

- Images of the Crucifixion -

- Departure in Silence -
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