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The Origins of Maundy Thursday

There are a variety of events that are clustered on this last day before Jesus was arrested that are commemorated in various ways in services of worship. These include the last meal together,  the institution of Eucharist or Communion, the betrayal by Judas (because of the exchange with Jesus at the meal), and Jesus praying in Gethsemane while the disciples fell asleep.

Even as Jesus and his disciples came together to share this meal, they already stood in the shadow of the cross. It was later that night, after the meal, as Jesus and His disciples were praying in the Garden of Gethsemane, that Jesus was arrested and taken to the house of Caiaphas the High Priest. On Friday He would die.

Traditionally in the Christian Church, this day is known as Maundy Thursday. The term Maundy comes from the Latin word mandatum (from which we get our English word mandate), from a verb that means "to give," "to entrust," or "to order." The term is usually translated "commandment," from John's account of this Thursday night.  According to the Fourth Gospel, as Jesus and the Disciples were eating their final meal together before Jesus’ arrest, he washed the disciples' feet to illustrate humility and the spirit of servanthood. After they had finished the meal, as they walked into the night toward Gethsemane, Jesus taught his disciples a "new" commandment that was not really new (John 13:34-35):

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; even as I have loved you, you also ought to love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
The colors for Maundy Thursday are usually the colors of Lent -- royal purple. 

The sharing of the Eucharist, or sacrament of thanksgiving, on Maundy Thursday is the means by which most Christians observe this day. There is a great variety in exactly how the service is conducted, however.  In some churches, it is traditional for the pastor or priest to wash the feet of members of the congregation as part of the service. 

In some church traditions all of the altar coverings and decorations are removed after the Eucharist is served on Maundy Thursday. Since the altar in these traditions symbolize the Christ, the "stripping of the altar" symbolizes the abandonment of Jesus by his disciples and the stripping of Jesus by the soldiers prior to his crucifixion.  This represents the humiliation of Jesus and the consequences of sin as a preparation for the celebration of new life and hope that is to come on Resurrection Day.  It is common for churches to only leave the altar bare until the Good Friday Service, when the normal coverings are replaced with black.

Adapted from material by Dennis Bratcher, Christian Resource Institute
* We begin tonight’s service with…

A Responsive Reading/Prayer
Pastor:

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

People:

 And also with you. 


Pastor:

Tonight we continue our journey to the cross,
remembering where our table manners came from.
Tonight we reaffirm that we are God's covenant people; 
a people about to be freed from slavery;

the slavery of sin, of oppression, of self-disqualification.
Tonight we are a people who come, 

not with unclean feet, but with unclean hearts.

Tonight, we come to be cleansed… 

by the water of your word

and the blood of our Savior.

Let us declare our need of forgiveness and cleansing.

People & Pastor:

Jesus, our hearts are dirty from the journey.
We have not loved one another, or loved you 

as you have loved us.
Selfishness and indifference 

stain our hearts and lives.
How will we become clean again?
We see the table there,
but who will make us clean 

and ready for the meal?
Where will we find water for our soiled souls?
We look to you, O Lord.

Help us.  Forgive us.  Cleanse us.  Restore us.   

Amen.
Scene from The Visual Bible:  Matthew 26:17-30

Opening Songs of Worship:
Hymn: My Jesus, I Love Thee
Chorus: It’s Your Blood
Poetic Hymn: “Go to Dark Gethsemane”

Go to dark Gethsemane, you that feel the tempter’s power;

Your Redeemer’s conflict see, Watch with him one bitter hour.

Turn not from his griefs away; learn of Jesus Christ to pray.

Se him at the judgment hall, beaten, bound, reviled, arraigned;

O the worm-wood and the Gall!  O the pangs his soul sustained!

Shun not suffering, shame, or loss; learn of Christ to bear the cross.

Calvary’s mournful mountain climb; there, adoring at his feet,

Mark that miracle of time, God’s own sacrifice complete.

“It is finished!” hear him cry; learn of Jesus Christ to die.

(James Montgomery)

Scripture Reading:  John 13:1-17, 33-35

Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 11:23-28

Common Prayer:
I praise the wounds and the blood of the Lamb

   that heals the weakness of my body.

I praise the wounds and blood of the Lamb

   that heals the weakness of my soul.

I praise the wounds and the blood of the Lamb

   that heals the weakness of my spirit.

Praise be to the blood of the Lamb

 in His forgiving power.

Praise be to the blood of the Lamb
   in His releasing power.

Praise be to the blood of the Lamb

   in His victorious power.

Praise be to the blood of the Lamb

   in His renewing power.

Praise be to the blood of the Lamb

   in His protecting power.

I praise the blood of the Lamb

that makes all things new.

Hallelujah!  Amen.

Prayer of Consecration

Holy Communion
Song of Worship:
Blessed Be Your Name
Closing Thoughts
Benediction
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