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Station #1  

 Jesus is condemned to die.

(taken from Luke 23:24)

Lord Jesus,  

We stand in silence as you are condemned by Pilate.
Standing in silence is not new to us.
We have stood silent
-as you went hungry by our tables,
-as you were orphaned in our wars,
-as you walked powerless in our world.
We always stand in silence for we,
like Pilate, are bowed, broken and afraid.
Break the chains of this silence 

which lies so heavily on our lives.
Give us the courage to speak in your behalf.

Amen.
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Station #2 

Jesus accepts his cross.

(taken from John 19:17)

Lord Jesus, 

We watch you bear the cross
and do not understand.
Our hearts are hardened.
Everyone tells us that suffering is evil
and must be avoided at every cost.
We flee sickness, sorrow and pain.
You carrying your cross
says something different about suffering.
Help us to follow you even when we 
do not understand.

Amen.
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Station #3 

Jesus falls the first time.

(inferred from stations 2 & 5)

Lord Jesus,
You have fallen with your cross.
We wonder if you have not fallen again today.
Everywhere we see signs of weakness:
in our churches, in our nation,
in our world.
We see dissension, controversy, turmoil.
We are scandalized.
We do not understand.
Our faith begins to falter.
Help us to find you hidden in your weakness.
Help us to find you beneath the cross. 

Amen.
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Station #4

Jesus meets his mother.

(inferred from John 19:25-27)

Lord Jesus, 

We are amazed by Mary’s love for you;

A love greater than her fears,

and strangely filled with faith.

We marvel at how her love for you 

endured such pain;

And then we marvel at what you endured

because of your love for us. 

Help our love for you 

to be more like Mary’s love for you,

and your love for us.

Amen.
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Station #5

Simon helps Jesus.

(taken from Matthew 27:32)

Lord Jesus,
We have to admire Simon.
He took up your cross and followed you.
He had so little doubt, so little hesitation.
We still see you suffering all around us,
in the poor, in the powerless,
in the misunderstood.
We are so hesitant to come to your aid.
We find so many excuses.
We remain aloof.
Grant us the wisdom and the courage
to help the least of our brothers and sisters
and so help you.

Amen.
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Station #6

Veronica wipes the face of Jesus.

(taken from 2nd & 4th century traditions)

Lord Jesus,
Tradition tells us you rewarded Veronica for her courage;
that you left your face upon her veil.
We ask that you might reward us for our courage,
and leave the imprint of your face
upon our lives.
"By this will all know
that you are my disciples:
that you love one another."
Help us to forget our fears and to reach out 
and to serve our needy brothers and sisters.

Amen.
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Station #7

Jesus falls the second time.

(inferred from stations 2 & 5)

Lord Jesus, 
You must have been discouraged 
by your second fall. 
We too, know discouragement. 
Our best efforts often end in failure. 
Those we love, do not always love us in return. 
Regardless of our efforts, 
life does not always result in peace. 
What shall we do? 
We will imitate your example and try again, 
even in the face of seeming futility.

Amen.

[image: image8.jpg]



Station #8 

Jesus speaks to the women of Jerusalem.

(taken from Luke 23:27-31)

Lord Jesus,
In the midst of your sufferings 
you had compassion for others and their pain.
We are often so self-centered.
We do not see the suffering of others.
We want pity, kindness, and understanding.
We are willing to give so little in return.
Help us forget ourselves.
Awaken us to the pain
in the lives of others.

Amen.
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Station #9

Jesus falls the third time.

(inferred from stations 2 & 5)

Lord Jesus,
Your third fall is the beginning 
of your death agony.
Our world is filled with dying people:
-in war,
-in famine,
-in hospitals,
-on highways.
Many this day will die alone.
May our prayers become comfort for the dying, especially those who must die alone.

Amen.
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Station #10

Jesus is stripped of his garments.

(taken from John 19:23)

Lord Jesus,
There is something fearful 
in thinking of you stripped before the crowd.
Even the privacy of clothing is taken.
You have given up everything for us.
We give so little in return.
May we have the grace to give; 

to give of what we have,
to help our brothers and sisters
suffering all around us.

Amen.
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Station # 11

Jesus is nailed to the cross.

(taken from Mark 15:24)

Lord Jesus,
the pain of those nails was violently unjust.
Your hands -- which did such good, 
your feet --  which walked on errands of mercy,
are now punished.
You received little gratitude
for the good you did.
Why should we expect more for the good we do?
Help us to give and ask nothing in return.

Amen.
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Station #12

Jesus dies on the cross.

(taken from Mark 15:37)

Lord Jesus, 

You have the greatest love for us;

stretched out and spent.
What can we say in the face of it?
We can only try to imitate you,
by responding to those

whom you have given us to love.

Help us to stretch and spend ourselves

for the sake of others.

Amen.
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Station #13

Jesus is taken down from the cross.

(taken from Luke 23:53)

Lord Jesus, 
You are laid in the arms of your mother. 
The agony is over. 
But the resurrection is not yet. 
Your Father's plan requires patience.
So it is with us. 
We reach moments 
when only patience can carry us on. 
We know that something better will come. 
But when? 
Help us share your patience 
and the hope of what lies ahead.

Amen.
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Station #14

Jesus is laid in the tomb.

(taken from Matthew 27:60)

Lord Jesus,

The end of life is so definite.
We fear it deep within.
We do not want to die.

Help us understand that 
our lives are but a prelude to a new life;
a continuation of our life with You,

and the Father, and the Holy Spirit.
Give us the courage to lay our lives down;
dying to our own desires, dreams, and agendas;
confident that the death of such things

leads to the resurrection of something far greater.

Your death was not the end.

Help us to live in this hope.

Amen.

