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The Call to Prayer:
The Lord is near to those who call upon him,

     to all who call upon him from the heart.  (Psalm 145:18)

(Silence)
The Gloria:
Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the beginning, so it is now and so it shall ever be, world without end. Amen.

The Collect: 

Lord God, whose blessed Son our Savior gave his body to be whipped and his face to be spit upon: Give us grace to accept joyfully the sufferings of the present time, confident of the glory that shall be revealed; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Canticle:

     Come, let us return to the Lord;

Come, let us return to God.

     You have struck us, but You will heal us.

You have wounded us, but You will bind our wounds.

     You will revive us after two days,

and on the third day You will raise us up,

     that we may live in Your presence.

     Let us press on to know You,

Whose coming is as sure as the sun,

     and as certain as showers of spring.

Our love in return is like morning mist,

     Like the dew that fades away.

     You have shaped us by the words of the prophets,

Your judgment goes forth as clearly as light.

     Our steadfast love is what You desire of us, 
not just our sacrifice;

     our knowledge of You,

and not just our offerings.

     Come, let us return to the Lord;

Come, let us return to God.     
(A Song of Humility from the Book of Hosea)
The Hymn:  In the Cross of Christ I Glory  

In the cross of Christ I glory, towering over the wrecks of time.

All the light of sacred story gathers round its head sublime.

When the woes of life overtake me, hopes deceive, and fears annoy,
Never shall the cross forsake me.  Lo! It glows with peace and joy.

When the sun of bliss is beaming light and love upon my way,

From the cross the radiance streaming adds more luster to the day.

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, by the cross are sanctified;

Peace is there that knows no measure, joys that through all time abide.

In the cross of Christ I glory, towering over the wrecks of time;

All the light of sacred story gathers round its head sublime.   




     (John Bowring)
The Chorus:  Above All
Above all powers, above all kings,
Above all nature and all created things;
Above all wisdom and all the ways of man,
You were here before the world began.

Above all kingdoms, above all thrones,
Above all wonders the world has ever known;
Above all wealth and treasures of the earth,
There's no way to measure what you're worth.

Crucified, laid behind a stone
You lived to die, rejected and alone
Like a rose, trampled on the ground
You took the fall and thought of me
Above all...       


         (Rebecca St. James)
The Prophet: 

The Lord God gives me

the right words to encourage the weary.

Each morning he awakens me eager to learn his teaching; 

he made me willing to listen and not rebel or run away.

I let them beat my back and pull out my beard.

I didn't turn aside

when they insulted me and spit in my face. 

But the Lord God keeps me from being disgraced.

So I refuse to give up,

because I know God will never let me down.

My protector is nearby;

no one can stand here to accuse me of wrong. 

The Lord God will help me and prove I am innocent.

My accusers will wear out like moth-eaten clothes.
   (Isaiah 50:4-9  CEV)   

The Refrain:

The Lord is near to those who call upon him,

     to all who call upon him from the heart.  

The Psalm:
For I am mocked and shamed for your sake;

    humiliation is written all over my face. 

Even my own brothers pretend they don't know me;

    they treat me like a stranger.

Passion for your house burns within me,

    so those who insult you are also insulting me. 

When I weep and fast before the Lord,

    they scoff at me. 

When I dress in sackcloth to show sorrow,

    they make fun of me. 

I am the favorite topic of town gossip,

    and all the drunkards sing about me.

But I keep right on praying to you, Lord,

    hoping this is the time you will show me favor.

In your unfailing love, O God,

    answer my prayer with your sure salvation. 

Pull me out of the mud;

    don't let me sink any deeper!

Rescue me from those who hate me,

    and pull me from these deep waters. 

Don't let the floods overwhelm me,

    or the deep waters swallow me,

    or the pit of death devour me.    
(Psalm 69:7-15 NLT) 
The Refrain:
The Lord is near to those who call upon him,

     to all who call upon him from the heart.  

The Epistle:
So Christ has now become the High Priest over all the good things that have come. He has entered that great, perfect sanctuary in heaven, not made by human hands and not part of this created world. Once for all time he took blood into that Most Holy Place, but not the blood of goats and calves. He took his own blood, and with it he secured our salvation forever. 
Under the old system, the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a young cow could cleanse people's bodies from ritual defilement. Just think how much more the blood of Christ will purify our hearts from deeds that lead to death so that we can worship the living God. For by the power of the eternal Spirit, Christ offered himself to God as a perfect sacrifice for our sins. That is why he is the one who mediates the new covenant between God and people, so that all who are invited can receive the eternal inheritance God has promised them. For Christ died to set them free from the penalty of the sins they had committed under that first covenant. 
For Christ has entered into heaven itself to appear now before God as our Advocate. He did not go into the earthly place of worship, for that was merely a copy of the real Temple in heaven. Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and again, like the earthly high priest who enters the Most Holy Place year after year to offer the blood of an animal. If that had been necessary, he would have had to die again and again, ever since the world began. 
But no! He came once for all time, at the end of the age, to remove the power of sin forever by his sacrificial death for us. And just as it is destined that each person dies only once and after that comes judgment, so also Christ died only once as a sacrifice to take away the sins of many people. He will come again but not to deal with our sins again. This time he will bring salvation to all those who are eagerly waiting for him.     

           (Hebrews 9:11-15, 24-28  NLT)   
The Refrain:

The Lord is near to those who call upon him,

     to all who call upon him from the heart.  

The Gospel:
Now Jesus was in great anguish of spirit, and he exclaimed, "The truth is, one of you will betray me!" The disciples looked at each other, wondering whom he could mean. One of Jesus' disciples, the one Jesus loved, was sitting next to Jesus at the table. Simon Peter motioned to him to ask who would do this terrible thing. Leaning toward Jesus, he asked, "Lord, who is it?" Jesus said, "It is the one to whom I give the bread dipped in the sauce." And when he had dipped it, he gave it to Judas, son of Simon Iscariot. As soon as Judas had eaten the bread, Satan entered into him. Then Jesus told him, "Hurry. Do it now." None of the others at the table knew what Jesus meant. Since Judas was their treasurer, some thought Jesus was telling him to go and pay for the food or to give some money to the poor. So Judas left at once, going out into the night.

As soon as Judas left the room, Jesus said, "The time has come for me, the Son of Man, to enter into my glory, and God will receive glory because of all that happens to me. And God will bring me into my glory very soon. Dear children, how brief are these moments before I must go away and leave you! Then, though you search for me, you cannot come to me—just as I told the Jewish leaders. So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you should love each other. Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples."    


           (John 13:21-35  NLT)   

The Refrain:

The Lord is near to those who call upon him,

     to all who call upon him from the heart.  

The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
in earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.   Amen.   

         (Matthew 6:9-13 KJV)   
The Petitions:
(Take a few minutes to pray for your own well-being, asking God to bless you: physically, emotionally, and especially – spiritually.  Pray that your encounter with Christ this week  -- his betrayal, his suffering, his death, and his resurrection – will transform the pain and mistakes of your past, the challenges in your present, and the outcome of your future.)

The Concluding Prayer:

O Lord and Master, Jesus Christ,
Word of the everlasting Father,

you have borne our grief

and carried the burden of our human frailty;

by the power of the Holy Spirit,

renew in your church gifts of healing,

and send out your disciples again

to preach the gospel of your kingdom, 

to heal the sick,

and to relieve the sufferings of your children

to the praise and glory of your holy name.  Amen.

The Blessing:

Through his wounds may you find healing;
Through his pain may you find relief;

Through his suffering may you find freedom;

Through his cross may you find victory.   Amen.
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